
The Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
www.tbffc.org

Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 1, 2010, 5:30 p.m.

Fly Tying, Holiday Social and Skills Workshop
Tie-A-Thon Our Dec.1 meeting will feature a very popular venue. Four of our club's excellent tiers will each
tie two of their favorite patterns and will bring enough material so that you can sit down with your vice and fly
tying tools and tie their pattern one step at a time. The flies that you successfully tie will also act as a guide as
you later duplicate them in the comfort of your home. If anyone needs a vise or other tools, contact me (Pat
Damico) at 727-504-8649. Our Sergeant at Arms has orders to fine anyone found standing with arms folded!

Host tiers and patterns:

Lloyd Bull: Red Squirrel and Peacock Nymph
Bill Murdich: Wiggler Bugger and Parachute Royal Coachman
Logan Valeri: Black Ant and Bullet Head Hopper
Nick Angelo: Bendback and Redfish Toad

Food and Fun Do not eat before the meeting--A genuine fish fry will be provided, but a
favorite appetizer or dessert would be appreciated. Engage in friendly conversation, improve your skills and meet
more of your fellow members!

Slides and Photos Bring any pictures that would be of interest to the club. We’ll have projectors for slides and
computer files. This is a popular event. If you have 5-10 minutes worth of fishing or travel pictures, please bring them
and share them with the membership.

Fly Fishing Flea Market Bring all of those fishing items that you no longer use to the meeting. We will set up an
area for those interested buyers, sellers, and traders to get together. Bring rods, reels, fly tying materials, anything but old
bait!

Knots and Rigging Learn how to tie knots, construct tapered leaders, and rig tackle. Bring your tackle to be rigged.
One of the club's friendly and knowledgeable members will be glad to assist you.

Directions to Our Meetings: From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to traffic light, turn left onto Tampa
Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park. From I-275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then
Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park

IT’S TIME TO PAY YOUR DUES—USE FORM ON WEBSITE OR PG 9



2

DECEMBER 2010 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

Welcome to December and our traditional TBFFC
events. Look on page 3 for a description of our “Play
Hooky” outing and the Don Coleman event at Fort Desoto
Park, then sign up for them at the meeting.

Many thanks to Brad Lowman for his presentation on
freshwater bass fishing, and for participating in our Bull
Session fly tying.

Thanks also to Lloyd Bull, “Smitty” Smith, Jeff
Janecek, Walt Durkin, Robert Fischer, and anybody I
forgot to mention for helping to make the Bull Session
successful once again.

Those who were otherwise occupied and missed the Big
Gun Shootout on November 21, passed up a great
opportunity. Nine teams of three duked it out for the
trophies, but more importantly for the camaraderie and
chance to test their own prowess with the long rod.
Thanks to Walt Durkin for heading up the event, and for
all those who helped to judge, set up the course, bring
food, or assist in any way. A complete tally of the shootout
is given on page 8.

Tight lines--Dick
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Interim Presidents (shared) Durkin, Miekka, Sperling

Vice President Walt Durkin 813-476-7128
Treasurer Rick Valeri 813-681-9143
Directors: Nick Angelo 813-230-8473

Denise Bruner 813-989-2909
Bryon Chamberlin 813-361-8801
Pat Damico 727-360-6466
Robert Fischer 813-962-0185
Bob Gaulin 813-782-8605
Ted Hagaman 813-920-7863
Jeff Janecek 352-588-3866
Dick Miekka 727-866-8682
John Nelson 813-805-0202

Rick O’Hara 813-238-6763
Neil Sperling 813-655-5627
Alligator Bob Young 813-986-3008

The next meeting of the TBFFC Board of Directors will be at 6:00
P.M. on Wednesday, December 8 at Hao Wah Chinese
Restaurant located at 1713 S. Dale Mabry Highway.

NOT GETTING THE NEWSLETTER? Please call
Dick Miekka, Editor, at 727-866-8682 or e-mail to
dmiekka@cs.com

mailto:dmiekka@cs.com
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TBFFC EVENTS

2010 TBFFC MEETING DATES
Here are the meeting dates for the rest of 2010 and
2011; December 1, January 5, February 2, March 2,
April 6, May 4, June 1, July 6, August 3, September
7, October 5, November 2, December 7 Please
watch this space for any changes.

PLAY HOOKY FOR THE HOLIDAYS
When: Friday, December 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Cockroach Bay
This year we will play hooky at Cockroach Bay. This
has become a favorite outing for many of our
members. Take a day off, leave the holiday stress
behind and join us for a day of semi-relaxed fishing
for sea trout, redfish, and whatever else is in those
fine waters. Lunch will be served, along with good
fellowship and tall tails.
Sign up at the December club meeting

DON COLEMAN INVITATIONAL OUTING
WHAT: 4th annual outing sponsored by the Suncoast
Flyfishers, with TBFFC and Mangrove Flyfishers
invited to attend.
WHEN: December 18, 2010
WHERE: Fort Desoto Park
MEET AT: Boat ramp to pick up a partner, or just
start fishing wherever and whenever you wish.
LUNCH and CHILI COOKOFF: Noon at the
Arrowhead Picnic area. Better plan to get there a
little early—the food ran out just before noon last
year. This is developing into a chili cooking contest.
The TBFFC official chili entry will be by Ted
Hagaman (remember his great chili at the Don
Hanson?). Feel free to bring appetizers, baked
goods or desserts to put on the buffet table.
There will be plenty of hot coffee and cold drinks. If it
rains, lunch will be at shelter #10 in the North Beach
Picnic Area

WINTER EVENTS TO BE SCHEDULED
1. Club Outing at Simmons Park
2. Shad Outing – January or February 2011
3. The TBFFC annual banquet and silent auction

O’HARA EVERGLADES CABIN FOR
RENT

Fee is $85 per night + one-time $35 cleaning
fee. Contact Rick O'Hara at 727-410-0459 or
flyguy47@verizon.net.

SUNCOAST FLY FISHERS
www.suncoastflyfishers.com

Regular Meetings: 6:30pm on the Third Thursday of
each month, except December, at Walter Fuller
Recreation Center, 7883 26th Ave. N., St. Pete.

MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS
www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com

NOTE: Newer Location for MCFF Club meetings -
Twin Lakes Park. The entrance to Twin Lakes Park
in Sarasota is located on Clark Road, just 1/2 mile
east of I-75, on the south (right) side of the road.
Contact website above for details and directions.

mailto:flyguy47@verizon.net
http://www.suncoastflyfishers.com/
http://www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com/
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TIPS FOR TBFFC – No. 30

Casting Tip for TBFFC: 13

When casting, why do I sometime hear a “crack” when starting my forward
cast?

This is a common casting fault that can be accompanied by frayed leaders
or flies that lose most of their dressing. If you begin the forward cast too
early and too fast this will happen. The forward part of the cast should begin
as the line is almost completely unrolled, this does not include the leader.
It should look like a candy cane. Begin all casts slowly increasing speed to a
final stop. As with other casting problems, slow everything down, always
trying to make a technically acceptable cast.

Pat Damico, MCI

Some Useful Internet Sites for Fly Fishers

1. catchmagazine.net. This fly fishing on-line magazine has some good
articles and pictures, and you can call up articles from their previous
issues.

2. upstreammagazineonline.com. Another pretty good online
magazine for fly fishers. Also calls itself Ten & Two Magazine.

3. myfwc.com Fishing Regulations and much more

4. fffflorida.org. Florida Council of FFF.

5. hffa.net/?cat=9. Flies of the month by the Housatonic Fly
Fishermen’s Assn.

6. captmel.com/tides.htm. Tides at your favorite locations

7. floridasportfishing.com/magazine Not fly fishing, but useful

8. Nearby clubs you can visit: Tcflyfishers.com (Tri-county fly fishers);
fcff.org. (First coast fly fishers); suncoastflyfishers.com (St
Petersburg club); mangrovecoastflyfishers.com. (Sarasota club).

9. Cantafly.com Especially useful if you are planning a trip to New
Zealand:

10. And best of all: TBFFC.org
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Member Photos, December 2010

David Mullins got this nice slot Trout fishing the start of the incoming tide off of Cypress Beach in Tampa. The fly was a
white and pink toad, fished on the edge of the drop-off with a 7wt intermediate sinking line. Dave couldn’t get in the photo
because he was fishing alone.

Jeff Janecek (above left) takes time from his responsibilities as Program Lead for Project Healing Waters to be a guest
tier at Florida FFF Conclave, Oct. 22-23, in Orlando. He is shown tying one of his very productive fresh water poppers.

Rick O’Hara, (above right) another of the now-famous masked men, caught this beautiful Redfish while kayak fishing
recently with Neil Taylor, our September guest speaker. The redfish took a Copper Liz and then took Rick for a Nantucket
sleigh ride!



6

Complete Results of the 2010 Big Gun Shootout.

The event was organized by Walt Durkin, who was assisted by many club members.
This year, the scoring was changed to make each casting station have an equal weighting of 100 points. In addition, the
4th target at the accuracy station had to be hit with the contestant using a backcast, or casting with his/her “wrong” hand.
The winners are highlighted in yellow on the table below, which is arranged in order of team scores. Trophies were not
available at the time of the shootout, but will be engraved and presented at a later date.

1. The overall winner was Nick Angelo, with a score of 525 out of a possible 600 points.
2. The highest scoring team was “Skinny”, with Greg Peterson, Dave Chouinard, and Chris Homer.
3. The winner of the longest cast during the afternoon shootout was Dave Olsen, who was the defending champion.



7

How to win the Carl Hanson Outing
by Jeff Janecek

I’ve always
wanted to try
Frank Sergeants
Park. Ken’s (Ken
Hofmeister) big
catch numbers
every year were
hard to ignore.
How could I fish
hard for 4 hrs
and get 10 fish
and this man in
the 80’s?

I found it to be a completely different fishery with
clear, shallow water, low branches, and shady
nooks. The river is very narrow here. Perfect for a
3wt Temple Fork with Rio grooved flyline. The
grooves make for a slick casting surface; with no
cleaning till the end of the day. The rod loads up with
one back cast and a 15’ cast is very
accurately placed. 11 fish were caught in the tight
canal leading to the river. Once it opened, I found
fish schooling in front of every tree; the shallower the
better. I could catch 8 to 10 and move on 15’. I used
a #8 chartreuse grasshopper with an 11’ leader and
6lb tippet. A hard splat on the water and one tug of
the line was all that was needed. A very deliberate
steady lift of the rod would set the small sharp hook
the best. I averaged 34 fish per hour. This figured
could have been much higher if all the strikes
connected. Four bass were caught…just by landing
next to them. I didn’t retrieve the fly back. The largest
was 11 inches. Many larger bass were around
busting glass minnows, but my goal was to get high
numbers, so a popper was not tied on. I had a slack
between 9:30 and 10:00. Then heading down river
produced a fish on every cast again. I know 138 fish
is hard to swallow, but give this area a try and you
will be convinced when you get back to the boat
ramp.

Editor’s Note: Jeff won the Carl Hanson trophy for the most fish
caught with a record 138 count. He also tied with Walt Durkin
for the biggest fish caught (an 11-inch bass), and will share the
new “big fish” trophy, a framed print of Carl Hanson.
Unfortunately, there was no available photo of Walt holding
this print at the time of publication.

Robert Fischer wins at MCFF/CCA

2010 MCFF/CCA “Fall Fly Fishing Challenge” Results

The 2010 Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers/Coastal

Conservation Association “Fall Fly Fishing Challenge”,

headquartered at the Sarasota Outboard Club, was held

on Saturday, November 6, 2010. A total of 28 fly anglers

in 2 divisions participated in the catch, photo and release

event targeting multiple species in a points per inch

format. The event is a fun, friendly competition designed

to promote the sport of fly fishing and benefit conservation

efforts of both organizations. Sponsors of the event were

Orvis, CB’s Saltwater Outfitters, Economy Tackle, Tampa

Angler, Cook’s Sportland, Fisherman’s Edge, Discount

Tackle Outlet, New Pass Grill and Bait Shop, Andy

Thornal Co. and Flying Fish Outfitters.

Fly Angler Division-open to all anglers except guides

and licensed captains

Grand Champion-Highest point total

Robert Fischer, Tampa, FL, 405.75 points

2
nd

Place

Tom Cawthon, Seminole, FL, 248.75 points

3
rd

Place

Walt Plasson, Sarasota, FL, 197.25 points

Open Division- Guides, licensed captains, their fishing

partners and any other angler who wishes to participate

Grand Champion-Largest redfish, snook and trout

Dusty Sprague, North Port, FL, 43.75"

Redfish-Total inches

Capt. Scott Dalton, Bradenton, FL, 116.75"

Snook-Total inches

Steve Gibson, Sarasota, FL, 115.25"

Trout-Total inches

Jeff Lemieux, North Port, FL, 48.5"
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Brad Lowman Mullet Fly

As Tied by Brad Lowman

Materials:

Hook: Tiemco sp600 #1
Tail: White saddle hackles
Body: Steve Farrar Blend white/olive
Flash: Gliss-n-glow pearl (mop)
Thread: Mono and fluorescent orange
Eyes: 3/8” large pupil

Tying instructions:

1. Tie on 4 saddle hackles, 2 each side.
2. Add body, hi-tie style, white for belly and

olive for top.
3. Add a few strands of gliss-n-glow to form

a halo around the fly.
4. Trim to desired shape.
5. Attach eyes.
6. Cover eyes with Aleens Super Fabric Glue

Fishing Report and Forecast
“What a great time to go fishing!”

Capt. Byron Chamberlin and Capt Nick Angelo
were entered in the RedFly Tournament and caught
several nice trout, one measuring close to 26 inches.
They caught the trout while targeting redfish. They
did also catch 30 redfish; most were small rats but
they did catch about 6 in the 20 to 24.75 inch range.
Capt. Byron reports that due to the water temp
dropping to what it should be for this time that
fishing is pretty good.

The MCFF/CCA all fly tournament was fished on
Saturday, November 6 in 20 to 25 MPH winds and
40- 60 degree temps. out of Thompson Park in
Sarasota. Capt. John Hand guided Dusty Sprague
to 1st place in the open division. Robert
Fischer fished with Tom Cawthon and they took 1st
and second place in the amateur division. See article
elsewhere in this newsletter.

David Mullins ventured to Picnic Island right after
the cold front to test some new fly patterns he just
learned to tie. The ladyfish loved all colors except
the copper/brown pattern. He caught about three
dozen. Later in the day Dave met another fly
fisherman and exchanged views on why they were
out in cold weather and winds up to 20 knots. Dave’s
reply was that it was good practice.

Capt. Rick Grassett reports that fishing in Sarasota
Bay has been very good. Anglers fishing with him
caught a variety of fish including trout, blues, redfish
and pompano.

Jeff Janecek won the Carl Hanson outing trophy for
most fish caught with an amazing 138. He also
shared biggest fish honors with Walt Durkin. Each
caught a bass measuring eleven inches. Jeff and
friend Rick went back to the Hillsborough River and
caught about 60 more.

Tight Lines,
Bob Gaulin
Rjgaulin@yahoo.com
813-782-8605

mailto:Rjgaulin@yahoo.com


9

Member Benefits
TBFFC is famous for its value and focus on the sharing of

information, experience, and craftsmanship with its members.
As a TBFFC member you will enjoy many benefits free or at
nominal cost, plus enriching experiences.

 Monthly Meetings with Famous Speakers
 Fly Fishing Outings
 Fishing Trips Sponsored by Members and the Club
 Group Clinics and Workshops
 Fly Tying Lessons
 One-On-One Fly Casting Lessons
 Shirts and Hats with club logo
 80 Page Beginner’s Basic Skills Instruction Manual
 Annual Banquet with International Speakers

These boat Captains can take you to the best fishing spots

Fly Fishing Guides

 Capt. Nick Angelo (813) 230-8473
 Capt. Sergio Antanes (813) 973-7132
 Capt. Pat Damico (727) 360-6466
 Capt. Bryon Chamberlin (813) 361-8801
 Capt. Joe Gonzales (305) 642-6727
 Capt. Rick Grassett (941) 923-7799
 Capt. Pete Greenan (941) 923-6095
 Capt. John Hand (239) 842-7778
 Capt. Wade Osborne (813) 286-3474
 Capt. Frank Rhodes (863) 967-4258
 Capt. Russ Shirley (727) 343-1957
 Capt. Keiland Smith (863) 944-7475

Fly Casting Coaches
Novice or advanced caster, one of the following coaches can
assist you with your casting. Contact one convenient to your
location to arrange a casting session.

South Tampa
Steve Parker………………..…….813- 287-5583
Brandon
Neil Sperling……………………..813-655-5627
North Tampa
Jeff Abeles ………………………813-961-0097
Robert Fischer…………….……..813-962-0185
Dan Lagace.………………….…..813-929-6605
Bill Murdich …………………… 813-971-4764
Leigh West. …………………….. 813-971-8697
Saint Petersburg
Capt. Pat Damico………………..727-360-6466
Polk County
Capt. Frank Rhodes…….……….863-967-4258

Our Corporate Sponsors
These companies sponsored the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club. Some
are members of the club. We urge you to patronize them.

 3-WAY CONSTRUCTION CO. Robert Fischer PO Box 342774, Tampa,
FL 33694 (813) 968-1505.

 AFISHIONADO GUIDE SERVICES., Capt. Wade Osborne, (813) 286-

3474 , wwwafishionado.com
 ALLIGATOR BOB’S Gourmet Alligator Meat Snacks (813) 986-3008,

WWW.GATORBOB.COM

 ALLSTATE FINANCIAL SERVICES L.J. Cathlineau (813) 752-2556
 AVANT GOLD JEWELERS, Jeff Abeles, 10330 North Dale Mabry,

Suite 150, Tampa, FL 33618, (813) 961-0097
 AWESOME FISHING ADVENTURES, Capt. Keiland Smith, (863)

944-7475
 BARBED STEEL charters inc. Capt. Bryon Chamberlin (813) 361-8801

bryon@barbedsteel.com, www.barbedsteel.com.
 Bill JACKSON’S SHOP FOR ADVENTURE, 9501 US 19 N. Pinellas

Park FL 33782, (727) 576-4169
 REDFISH LANDING GUIDE SERVICE Capt. John Hand

www.RedfishLandingGuideService.com (239) 842-7778

 CAPT. RUSS SHIRLEY (727) 343-1957 www.captruss.com
 CAPT. SERGIO ANTANES (813) 973-7132 www.REELFISHY.com
 CENTER FOR RADIATION ONCOLOGY, Kathryn Kapes, M.D.,

Jack Steel, M.D., Brandon, Plant City, Sun City Center, Tampa and
Zephyrhills (813) 661-6339

 COPY CONTROL MANAGEMENT, INC. Donnie Cayo, Jr. 9411

Corporate Lake Dr. Tampa, FL (813) 882-3945 www.copycontrol.com
 ON THE FLY Enver Hynsni 4203 W. El Prado, Tampa (813) 443-0660
 THE FLY GUY Capt. Pat Damico (727) 360-6466 www.captpat.com

 THE TAMPA ANGLER , Capt. Dave Chouinard, 490 W. Hillsborough

Ave., Tampa 813-374-2497 wwwTheTampaAngler.com
 SNOOK FIN-ADDICT GUIDE SERVICE, INC. Capt. Rick Grassett,

(941) 923-7799 www.snookfin-addict.com
 SWANN’S FLY FISHING SHOP, Jim Swann, 13650 South 98 Bypass,

Dade City, FL 33525, (352) 567-6029
 WALLACE B. ANDERSON, Jr. ATTORNEY AT LAW, 220 N. West

Shore Blvd, Suite 220, Tampa.( 813) 639-4255 wbataxlawyer@aol.com

2009 member application
Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club

Your Name: _____________________Date: ___________
Mailing address: _________________________________
City: ___________________State: ____Zip:___________
Hm. Phone: ____________Wk. Phone: _______________
Email address:__________________________________

Type of Membership:_________________________
Please Check: One Year______Five Year______
Please list names you wish to include in family membership

Name:____________________ Rel: ___________
Name: ____________________ Rel: ___________
Name: ____________________ Rel: ___________
Annual Dues: $25.00 Individual Membership

$35.00 Family Membership
$95.00Corporate Single Membership
(includes one membership and Ad Space)

$120.00 Corporate Double Membership
(includes two memberships or family membership and

. Ad Space in Newsletter)

Five Year Dues: $100.00 Individual Membership
$140.00 Family Membership

Please make check payable to: Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club
C/o Rick Valeri, 1404 Oxfordshire Ct. Brandon, FL 33510

http://www.wadefishl.com/
http://www.gatorbob.com/
mailto:bryon@barbedsteel.com
http://www.barbedsteel.com/
http://www.redfishlandingguideservice.com/
http://www.captruss.com/
http://www.reelfishy.com/
http://www.copycontrol.com/
http://www.captpat.com/
http://www.theflyhatch.com/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com/
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